CHAPTER XIX
GREAT ACQUITTALS

A REMARKABLE feature of 1931 was Sir Henry's success
in motoring cases. They were on the increase, and
although the police were taking more trouble in ensuring
that their evidence was technically correct, he was able
time after time to shake their evidence sufficiently to obtain
an acquittal In two years he appeared in eight out-
standing motoring cases in which he secured the acquittal
of the defendant. The courts listened to his expert
advocacy and there were few men, witnesses, juries or
Judges, who appeared to contest his statements and his
arguments,

One of the most outstanding defences was when he con-
tested the evidence of the police in regard to the skid-marks
alleged to have been made by his client's car. The evidence
seemed convincing when it was first given: Curtis, how-
ever, took the trouble to make a minute examination: he
discovered that the marks referred to were shown as begin-
ning with a clear-cut line made by the tyres: they ended
with a gradual tapering off of the impression made upon
the macadam road. With a few questions Curtis was able
to convince the police witness that the application of brakes
resulted in the gradual checking of the wheel and that on
releasing the brake pedal, the skid-marks would end
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